
Inclusive Anatomy
Challenging Tradition, Reconstructing Language

A “Joint Effort” Production:



Assistant Professor

Dr. Charys Martin

Dept. of Anatomy and Cell
Biology

Primary Role: 
Educate medical students in clinically relevant anatomy
and embryology
Curriculum development for medical students

Medical Education
Scholarship

Clinically Related
Anatomical Research

Interests 

Using evidence to guide
the integration of the

basic sciences 

Anatomical considerations to
preventing atrial-esophageal

fistula



A person after whom a discovery is named
Used to honour the scientist who played a major role in the
identification of the anatomical structure

Uterine Tubes

“Fallopian” Tubes







General Administration:
Reorganizing Teams
Creating a Tracker
Cross-Reference Form

PHASE I

Eponym Research:
Start researching the
different clinical
anatomy eponyms
Send them through a
round of revisions
Editing previous work

PHASE II

Website Editing:
User-friendly
Personal touches
Embedding Pages

PHASE III

Promotion:
Promote the Website
Create different
campaigns

Varying methods

PHASE IV



Importance

Moving Away From
Eponyms

Recognizing and valuing
differences in race,
ethnicity, gender, sexual
orientation, disability and
SES
Equity in access and
outcomes
Improved communication
Building trust, reducing
mistrust
Innovation and
representation  

Ethical Concerns

Lack of Descriptive Clarity

Exclusion and Inequity

Confusion

Patient-Centered Care



Understanding anatomy & illness
from an inclusive lens 

Challenging the cis-gendered, white
male paradigm

Reshaping medical education & 
patient-centred care



Inclusive Anatomy Images
Example 1: Recto-Uterine Pouch

Finished image currently on the
website
Melanated skin in the image
increases inclusivity
Often, anatomy images display no
pigmentation

(Inclusive Anatomy)



Inclusive Anatomy Images

Example 1: Recto-Uterine Pouch

The same organ as shown in other
anatomy sources

(RadiologyKey.com)

(IMAIOS)

(Cambridge University)



Inclusive Anatomy Images

Other Key Points:
Many images under development
Other diverse bodies will be shown 

Example:
Illustrations of chest may include
chest masculinization scars
Representation for transgender
bodies 

(Getty Images)

(PinkMantaRay.com)



Problem:
Difficulties taking over a previous group’s work
Had their systems and work but could not consult
them

Result:
Used previous group’s systems as a model
Added to the system so that it is cohesive for us



Anatomy Page History Page

Structure

Function

Timeline

Eponym

Scientific Contributions

Location & Components
Important Spatial Relationships 

Function of Structure
Clinical Relevance of the

Structure

When the Structure was Described
&  Eponym was Coined 

Life & Academic History

Contributions to the Field & the
Eponymous Term.



- Feedback provided by experts
- Multiple rounds of editing ensures content credibility 



Open-Access
Illustrations

Accessible Design

Informative
Anatomical Content







Thank You!
A Special Thank You to Dr. Martin, Hana Zhang, IMS Faculty and Peers  


